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slaves, therefore he had the ten ambassadors crucified close together on a hillock facing the city.
At this spectacle the besieged abandoned the ramparts.
Matho had believed, that if he could pass between the walls and Narr' Havas's tents so expeditiously that the Numidians would not have time to sally forth, he would fall on the rear of the Carthaginian infantry, who would thus be caught between his division and the troops within the town. He dashed ont with his veterans.
Narr' Havas saw him ; he crossed the lake shore, and went to warn Hanno to despatch his men to succour Hamilcar. Did he think Barca too weak to resist the Mercenaries ? Was this a perfidy, or a folly ? No one ever knew.
Hanno, desiring to humiliate his rival, did not hesitate ; he ordered the trumpets to be sounded, and all his troops rushed upon the Barbarians. They wheeled round and charged straight upon the Carthaginians; -they overthrew them, trampled them under foot, and driving them back, reached the tent of Hanno, who then was surrounded by thirty Carthaginians, the most illustrious of the Elders.
Hanno appeared stupefied by their audacity; ho called his captains ; the assaulters thrust their fists forward to seize him by the throat, vociferating abuse. The crowd pushed each other, and those who had their hands on him could scarcely hold him. However, he tried to whisper to them : " I will give yon all you want! I am rich ! Save me !" They dragged him away, and, heavy as he was, his feet did not